having elected me to preside over its affairs during the present official year. The office of President is one of equal honour and responsibility. To maintain its dignity unsullied and to conserve its interests undiminished shall be my constant endeavour. It will, however, be apparent that its prosperity is mainly in the hands of its members?especially those who, having the necessary leisure, may be good enough to contribute papers for consideration and discussion. If, in this respect, the experience of the past proves to be a tolerably fair measure of the history of the session now in process of inauguration, there will be furnished ample reason for congratulation. That 
